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1Swan Lake: The Swan Lake is home to numerous species of aquatic plants and fishes, and is

named as such because of a pair of beautiful mute swans from Amsterdam that glided gracefully
across the lake.

Source: https://www.visitsingapore.com/see-do-singapore/nature-wildlife/parks-gardens/singapore-
botanic-gardens/
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Singapore Botanic Gardens and the Rubber Industry

(reference: https://www.nparks.gov.sg/sbg/about/our-history/1888-ridley-and-the-malayanrubber-
industry-from-1896; http://eresources.nlb.gov.sg/history/events/a8ceeadc-1c8b-4c9a885c-b85038b39e4c;

The ‘mad’ man and his rubber seeds..The Straits Times, 9 April 1973,

Page 20

By 1920, Malaya was producing over half of the
world’s rubber. How did this happen?

This goes back to the year 1877 when 22 rubber
seedlings from the Kew Gardens in England were
sent to the Singapore Botanic Gardens. Out of the 22
seedlings, 11 were sown in the Botanic Gardens of
Singapore.

The rubber industry grew out of these trees
propagated in Singapore Botanic Gardens. From 1870s
to 1890s, experiments were carried out to make
rubber planting commercially viable. The Gardens’ first
scientific Director, Sir Henry Nicholas Ridley researched
on the most suitable place for planting, the ideal
density per acre, the best method of raising seedlings,
the most effective processing techniques, and the best
means of packing and shipping processed rubber. Mr
Ridley also invented the herring-bone method of
rubber tapping technique that resulted in maximising
the quantities of latex without harming the tree.

By 1890s, Mr Ridley was walking around with bags of
rubber seeds persuading coffee planters to switch to
rubber cultivation. Often, he also visited Straits
Settlements plantation owners with his jacket
pockets filled with rubber seeds from the 1000

Sir Henry Nicholas Ridley with an original para
rubber tree in the Economic Garden.

mature trees growing in the gardens. By 1912, when Ridley retired, nearly 600,000 acres of land were

planted with rubber.
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Interesting Architecture Facts

Holttum Hall

Holttum Hall was formerly used as an office
and orchid breeding laboratory by the
Director of Singapore Botanic Gardens, Eric
Holttum, during his tenure (19251949). It is
a symmetrical building with a unique porch
that is sometimes seen at the entrance of
English church compounds. It has roof
vents and louvred vents over the windows
to cope with the topical climate. Holttum
Hall houses the Singapore Botanic Gardens
Heritage Museum, which opened in
December 2013.

The Garage

The Garage (completed between 1924 and
1928) at Singapore Botanic Gardens used to
house cars of professors in the Horticulture
Department. It is built in a distinctly Art
Deco style. Today, this colonial building
houses two Food & Beverage
establishments.

E J H Corner House

The Corner House is a two-storey black and
white bungalow built in 1910 to house
officials and administrators during the
colonial period. It was named after Eldred
John Henry Corner, the Assistant Director
of the Gardens from 1929 to 1942. Today,
the Corner House is a Michelin star
restaurant.

Ridley Hall

Ridley Hall was built in 1881. It is named in
honour of Sir Henry Nicholas Ridley, the
first Director of the Singapore Botanic
Gardens from 1888 to 1912. It was first
used to house the Gardens’ Herbarium and
Library’s collections. It later became Mr
Ridley’s office. It is a one-storey building
with generous overhanging roof eaves to
protect the walls and interiors from the
tropical sun and rain.

Burkill Hall

Burkill Hall was built in 1886. It served as
the residence of the Gardens’
superintendents and directors for more
than a hundred years. It was named in
honour of the Gardens’ two former
Directors, Isaac Henry Burkill, and his son
Humphrey Morrison Burkill. It is the last
known surviving two-storey Anglo-Malay
plantation style bungalow. Today, it is used
to exhibit VIP orchids.

The Bandstand

The Bandstand refers to the small hill
where the octagonal gazebo, built in 1930,
sits on. In the olden days, bands used to
play at the bandstand twice a week to
entertain people. Today, it is a favourite
place for people to take their wedding
photos.
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